
    Here is an
example of a
public notice
showing the
recent finding
of coliforms in
the water used
for drinking
and washing at
a rest station in
Barron Co.,
Wisconsin.

    Note that
coliforms are
indicated and
also that fecal
coliforms and
E. coli were
tested for in a
subsequent
analysis and
were found to
be negative.

    Indicating fecal coliforms and E. coli (separately) reflects the fact that many strains
of E. coli are lactose-negative and may not show up in the usual coliform testing
procedure, so an additional E. coli detection process may have been performed.  If
E. coli would have been identified in this analysis, there would then be proof that the
substance tested was fecally contaminated.

    In the above analysis, simple finding of coliforms was enough to shut down water use
for drinking.  As coliforms in general (which also include strains of various species of
Enterobacter, Klebsiella and Citrobacter) are found throughout nature (in soil, on plants,
etc.), finding coliforms in a water supply can indicate surface soil contamination which
can bring along various deleterious substances in the soil.


